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WEEK  LEARNING OBJECTIVE (NATIONAL 

CURRICULUM OR CHRIS QUIGLY) 

INTENDED OUTCOME CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS 

Hook for 
Learning 
 
Day 1  
Monday  
 
 

Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 

Hook for learning: Whole school introduction of the 

Decades project, linked to 90 years anniversary of the 

school first being built. The fortnight of planning will 

focus heavily on history and, in year 3, will take a decade 

a day and examine it through the medium of film.   

 

1920s – examining the 1920s through silent film and the 

Charleston 

We will examine the beginning of popular film and discuss 

the use of sound and colour. 

 

Session 1. PE – building up a sequence of the Charlston 

 

Session 2: History and art – Examine the outfits warn in 

the 1920s. Design your own outfit. 

 

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

PE 

Building up a sequence of a 

Charlston 

 

Art 

Design your own 1920s Carlston 

outfit 

 
Day 2 
Tuesday 

Use more than one source of evidence for historical 

enquiry in order to gain a more accurate 

1930’s – Charlie Chaplin and black and white comedy 

Using Charlie Chaplin and footage of the 1920s 

Music 

Each day we will use a different 
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understanding of history. depression.  

Exploring the use of comedy to help people during the 

depression. 

 

Creating a fact file about the beginning of film. 

Session 1. Discussion 

 

Session 2. Writing the fact file. 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

 
Day 3  
Wednesday 
 

Suggest causes and consequences of some of the 

events studied.  

1940s – Winston Churchill’s speeches and the Wizard of 

Oz 

 

Session 1: Looking at footage of the war and of Winston 

Churchill’s speeches.  

A discussion-based fact finding session. Children to work 

with a range of different evidence to explore the key 

events and the use of film in the war (news footage in 

cinemas, propaganda, speeches). 

 

Session 2: Wizard of Oz. Watching clips to see the move 

from Black and White into colour, and also the use of an 

imagined utopia – a wonderful world that you can escape 

to. Link to the world events. 

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 
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Children to work on a split piece of paper. On the left 

hand side in black and white, children to either create a 

picture or a word bank to describe what it would have 

felt like living in the 1940s and link to world events. On 

the right hand side, children to create a colour picture 

of a lovely escape world, an imagined world that they 

would use in their imaginations/film to create an escape 

and make themselves feel better. 

 

 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

Art 

Design your perfect escape 

world 

Day 4 
Thursday 
 

No Geography or History objectives on this day. 1950s – Snippets of Singing in the Rain 

 

Session 1 and session 2: Explore clips of singing in the 

rain. 

Children to create a piece of art inspired by singing in 

the rain. 

 

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

Art 
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Children to create a piece of 

art inspired by singing in the 

rain. 

 

 

Day 5  
Friday 
 
 

Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 

1960s – Moving from cinema into people’s home via the 

TV. The change in technology for people to watch film 

and what this meant socially. 

 

Use snippets and footage of the Moonlanding and of 

Martin Luther King to explore the use of TV for film. 

Looking at broadcasting for the masses. Use of 

testimonies about watching the moonwalk. 

 

Advantages and disadvantages or TV. Looking at the TV 

vs cinema.  

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

Day 6 
Monday 
 
 

Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious 

diversity of the past societies studied and compare 

to present day. 

1970s – Using the Silver Jubilee to explore British 

Values 

 

Use of footage of Silver Jubilee parties including AS 

cine films and photos.  

 

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 
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Discussion about What does it Mean to us to be British? 

 

Create a moodboard of how it feels to be British. 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

PSHE 

Create a moodboard of how it 

feels to be British. 

 

Day 7 
Tuesday 

No geography or history objectives for this day. 1980s – use of Back to the Future 

To use clips of the film to think about time travel.  

When would you travel back to? 

How would you travel back. 

 

Session 1 and 2: create your own design of a time 

machine. 

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 
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the decades from the 1920s. 

 

DT 

create your own design of a 

time machine. 

 

Day 8 
Wednesday 

No geography or history objectives for this day. 1990s – Clips from Matilda 

 

Use the clips to discuss the progression of film and the 

use of special effects.  

 

Session 1 and session 2 – PSHE focus How doe Matilda 

feels at key points of the film. 

Draw out differences and how people react to people who 

are different – how this makes us feel? How we can help 

people who feel different. 

 

Use of drama and freeze-frame / hot seating. 

 

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

PSHE 

How doe Matilda feels at key 

points of the film. 

Draw out differences and how 

people react to people who are 

different – how this makes us 
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feel? How we can help people 

who feel different. 

 

Use of drama and freeze-frame 

/ hot seating. 

 

Day 9 
Thursday 

To use appropriate historical vocabulary to 

communicate, including dates, time period and 

chronology. 

2000s – Harry Potter 
Use of Harry Potter to initiate a discussion about the 
changes in film from 1920s to 2000s.  
 
Compare and contract film in the 1920s and 2000s.  

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

Day 10 
Friday 

Use historical events to imagine the future. Looking into the future 

 

Using the travel through the decades to think about 

what is coming next. 

 

Music 

Each day we will use a different 

playlist linked to that decade, 

to play whilst the children are 

working. 
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What do you think will happen in the future? What will 

film look like?  

 

Use prediction bubbles. 

 

Literacy 

The children will work in 

literacy over the two weeks to 

build skills for non-

chronological report and 

sentence punctuation. The Piece 

to Be Proud of will be a short 

non-chronological report about 

the decades from the 1920s. 

 

 

 

 


