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1 
 
 

Understand the methods of historical 
enquiry, including how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims, and 
discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed. 
 
Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or 
religious diversity of past society. 
 

Watch scene where they see the boat for the first time.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMVi953awHQ  
 
Arriving on the Titanic – What made this ship so special? Look at the 
Titanic from the point of view of the first class and what it had. Discuss 
the different classes on the text and how their time on board would 
have been different for each social band. 
 
Why would people be on the Titanic? 
 
Children to write a postcard from a first class passenger, before the 
Titanic sank. 
 

 

 
2 
 
 

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries studied and describe features. 
 
Name and locate the equator, northern 
hemisphere, the tropics of cancer and 
Capricorn, arctic and Antarctic circle and 
date time zones. Describe some of the 
characteristics of these geographical 
areas. 
 

Plot the journey of the Titanic – where was it going? Where did it come 
from? Where did it hit the iceberg?  
Map out – key locations, oceans, countries, other boats, route of the 
voyage.  
 
Discuss the terms latitude and longitude.  

 

 
3 

Understand the methods of historical 
enquiry, including how evidence is used 

Children working for Titanic Advertisements. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMVi953awHQ
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rigorously to make historical claims, and 
discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed.  
 
Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to question 
about the past.  
 

Different classes on board the Titanic and comparing the classes on 
the ship: 

 Room types 

 Food they ate 

 Cost 

 Type of person 

 Jobs/occupations 

 Facilities on board 
 
Children to create a persuasive leaflet/poster to persuade the person at 
the appropriate level. 
 

 
4 
 
 

Understand the methods of historical 
enquiry, including how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims, and 
discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed. 
 
Describe different accounts of a historical 
event, explaining some of the reasons why 
the accounts may differ. 
 

Crew – Analysing what is needed to make the Titanic a success. What 
different roles and responsibilities are needed throughout the journey? 
Look at a variety of sources that show the different jobs. Discuss what 
the children think it would be like to work on the Titanic doing these 
different jobs. 
 
Different tables to take on board other jobs – what would they need to 
do? What hours would they work? What would the customers be like? 
What would they do when they were not working? Is there any 
pressure to work?  
 
Children to write a diary from the perspective of the job they worked 
for. Share at the end.  
 

 

 
5 

Know and understand significant aspects 
of the history of the wider world. 

Why did the Titanic fail? Initially children to enquire, what made it a 
failure? Before researching and analysing further the problems the 
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Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to questions 
about the past.  
 
Suggest causes and consequences of 
some of the main events and changes in 
history. 
 

Titanic had. 
 
Research the different ways the Titanic was a failure: the problems 
leading to its sinking, not enough life boats, binoculars locked up, trying 
to travel too fast, didn’t listen to warnings, other boats. 
 
Children to write a report explaining the key areas that led to the Titanic 
sinking. Ensure children are explaining the impact this had, and how it 
could have potentially been prevented. 
 

 
6 
 
 

Know and understand significant aspects 
of the history of the wider world. 
 
Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to questions 
about the past.  
 
Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or 
religious diversity of past society.  
 

Read a range of newspapers from the time – death and survivors. 
Discuss the impact it had on the survivors lives (lots of their husbands 
had died) and now in America alone.  
 
Analyse a few peoples perspectives after the crash and what they had 
said. 
 
Children to write a letter to a loved one – after surviving the Titanic. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MD5J43Z9AWI 
 
http://www.dummies.com/education/history/passengers-who-became-
famous-for-surviving-the-titanic-disaster/  
 
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/curse-
of-the-titanic-what-happened-to-those-who-survived-6252311.html - 
use as support 
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